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Caxtoniana. I.
SINCE the publication of Mr. Blades' Life and Typography ofWilliam Caxton, 2 vols., 4to., 1863, some five-and-twenty or
thirty of the " Caxtons" then known to exist in private libraries
have changed owners; and during the same period about as many
more whose hiding places were then unknown (in some cases even
to their respective owners), have come to light and been sold by
public auction. I have endeavoured in the following notes to bring
down as accurately as possible to present date as much information
as could be collected on this subject, adding at the same time
some few memoranda—more or less interesting—which have from
time to time occurred to me during a tolerably careful and frequent
use of the very valuable work above-mentioned.
1. The Recuyell of the Historyes of Troye.—'M.r. Hibberfs copy,
sold in 1829, was described as having "six whole leaves and parts
of four others supplied in facs." and this description was repeated in
Wilks' catalogue when the same copy was sold again in 1847 to
Mr. Utterson : but at Utterson's sale (1852) it appeared as wanting
no less than forty-seven leaves, viz., twenty-seven in the first book,
one in the second, and nineteen in the third, and was sold for ^ 5 5
(not j£iS5 as stated by Mr. fBlades). Only one copy has since
occurred for sale, viz., that of the Earl of Jersey, in 1885, when
Mr. Quaritch bought it for ^1,820. One, unknown until after the
appearance of Mr. Blades' work, has been discovered by Dr. Munk
in the library of the College of Physicians, and a full description by
the late Mr. B. R. Wheatley is given in the catalogue.—(See also
N. & Q., 3rd S. IV., 307).
2. The Game and Playe of the Chase.—(1st Edition). The
"White Knights " copy, sold for ^ 4 2 , was found on collation after
the sale to want three leaves instead of only two as stated in the
catalogue; it was therefore returned, and resold for ^ 3 6 15s.
(to the Duke of Devonshire). Only three copies appear to have
changed hands since the sale of Lord Audley's copy in 1855, viz.,
(1) Mr. Bankes* copy (formerly Bishop Wynne's) wanting seven
leaves, viz., the first, two in the 4th Tractate, and four others
as described by Mr. Quaritch (Cat, 1871-3. No. 5246). (2) Lord
Petre's, perfect excepting only the two blanks, bought by Mr.
Quaritch, in 1886, for ,£645 ; and (3) the Earl of Hardwicke's,
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wanting the Prologe and three other leaves, also bought by Mr. Q.
(j£a6o). The two last were unknown to Mr. Blades.
3. Les Quatre derrenieres choses a Aduenir. — This was quite
unknown until 1841, when Mr. Winter Jones discovered it in the
British Museum Library, and was supposed to be unique until a
second copy came to light in 1884, when it was bought by Mr.
Quaritch for ^200 at Sotheby's. Mr. Jones gave a very elaborate
description of it in Archaologia, VoL XXXI, but although he gave
the first and last few words of every leaf, he unfortunately did not
take the trouble to ascertain whether the verso of each leaf was
immediately connected with the recto of the next, and, having no
signatures to guide him, assumed that it was perfect; nor was the
misfakp ever discovered until about five years ago, when I examined
it very carefully and found that it wanted the 67th leaf, showing
that instead of 73 leaves, the last only being blank, there should be
74, of which the first and last are blank. Mr. Jones had assumed
that the work consisted of nine 4ns, whereas the fifth section had
ten leaves instead of only eight, and this was confirmed by Mr.
Quaritch's copy, which, although defective in some other respects
—having several leaves damaged, besides wanting I2 and I7—was
particularly interesting from the fact of its being in the original
binding and uncut, with the MS signatures still visible.
4. Lefevris History cf Jason (translated by Caxton). Dibdin,
with his usual carelessness, says, that " Caxton himself tells us that
this was his third printed work." Caxton tells us nothing of the
kind, his words (quoted by Dibdin in support of the above
assertion) are: " Whan I had parfourmed and accomplished diuers
werkys and hystoryes translated out of frensshe into Englysshe
. . . . as thystorye of the recuyel of Troye, the book of the
chesse, the hystorye of Iason," &c, which certainly does not imply
that this was the third book that he printed. In fact, it may rather
be said that it certainly was not
5. The Dictes and Sayings of the Philosophers. (1st ed.) Four
sales recorded since 1863, viz., (1) Corser in 1868, j£no; (2)
C. H. Craufurd (the same copy), in 1876, with the last three leaves
in faa., £8j; (3) Earl Jersey (bound with the " Moral Proverbs "),
1885, .£141; and (4) Duke of Buccleugb, March, 1889, ,£650.
5. Chaucer's Canterbury Tales. (1st ed.) A copy not recorded
by Mr. Blades was sold in 1820, at a supplementary sale of books
from "White Knights," merely described in the catalogue as
"imperfect" (^31 10s,, T. Payne).
7. Botchu de Consoladone Philosophic (translated by Chaucer).
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266 The Library.
The Duke of Hamilton's copy {perfect, but stained and mended),
was bought by Mr. Quaritch in 1884 for ^ 1 6 0 . The Earl of
Westmoreland's {perfect, excepting the blank) in 1887 for ,£156.
See Athenasum, July 38th, 1883, for an account of the copy lately
discovered at Colchester, formerly belonging to Archbishop Harsnet
8. Cordyale, or the Four last Thinges. Dr. Valpy of Reading,
had a copy for which he is said to have given ^ 8 7 . At the sale of his
library in 183a (not recorded by Mr. Blades), it was bought by
H. G. Bohn for £26 15s. 6d.
9. Dicta and Sayings of the Philosophers (2nd ed.) The Chats-
worth copy, bought atTowneley's sale in 1814 for ^ 1 8 9 , and wanting
A 8, was erroneously called in the catalogue " first edition."
1 a The Mirrour of the World ( i s t ed.) Earl Jersey's copy,
perfect, but much cut down, was sold in 1885 for .£195 to Mr.
Quaritch, who had in the preceding year given .£335 for Sir John
Thorold's, which was also perfect, excepting only the blanks. In
1888 the Earl of Hardwicke's, very imperfect (wanting altogether
19 leaves), was sold for £jdo (Quaritch). Some fragments of Tully,
viz. sigs. a and 6 of De Amidtia, followed by sig. c of De Senectute,
were bound with i t Mr. Quaritch had one for sale in 1877, with
A vi, A viii, and the last leaf in facs., price .£200.
11. Zirfly, Old Age, Grc. There was a copy of the "De Amidtia "
in the Harleian Library (BibL HarL V, 1668), not mentioned by
Mr. Blades, which must have had the Declamation of Noblesse also,
since it had the Colophon (f viii). The sales since 1863 are (1)
Corser, 1868, "Old Age" only, ^ 9 6 ; (2) Earl of Jersey, 1885,
perfect, ,£350 (both bought by Quaritch); (3) Mr. Seveme, 1886,
perfect, ^ 2 5 0 (Ellis); (4) Earl of Crawford, June, 1889, perfect, ^ 3 2 a
12. The Game and Play of the Chesse (and ed) . Mr. Blades
recorded in 1863 nine copies, to which must be added (10) Mr.
Huth, with A 8 in facs., otherwise perfect, bought of Messrs. Sotheran
in 1868, and (11) Lord Tollemache (exhibited at the Caxton Com-
memoration in 1877).
13. The Cronides of England (ist ed.) Mr. Blades records nine
copies; (10) British Museum, a very poor copy, dirty, and much cut
down, wanting four whole leaves and parts of several others (sigs. R
and s transposed by the binder), bought at the sale of Mr. Rainy's
library at Bath in 1883 for .£160. (11) Duke of Bucdeugh, in 1889,
perfect, bought by Quaritch for '^470.
14. The Description of Britayn. The Duke of Buccleugh's, made
up from two imperfect copies, with some of the leaves inlaid, but
otherwise complete, sold in 1889 for ^ 1 9 5 (Quaritch).
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15. Godfrey of Boloyne. The only sale recorded since 1676 is
that of Dr. Vincent's copy in 1816, bought by Dr. Singer for ^215 ;
according to Mr. Blades the real purchaser was the Marquis of
Blandford, but although Singer did occasionally buy for him, I
think Mr. B. must be mistaken in this instance, as there was no copy
in the " White Knights " sale. Mr. Holford's and that in the British
Museum were the only known perfect copies until 1884, when Mr.
Quaritch announced in his catalogue (No. 21842) a "very fine copy,
quite perfect with all blanks, and in the original binding," ^1000
(? can this have been Dr. Vincent's copy).
16. Cronides of England (2nd ed.). The Earl of Jersey's copy,
imperfect (as described by Mr. Blades) was sold in 1885 for £40.
The Duke of Buccleugh's, in 1889, wrongly described in the cata-
logue as wanting only " 14 leaves of which two are blank," whereas
it not only wanted the first 14 printed leaves as well as the 2
blanks, but also the last 6, i.e. 20 leaves without reckoning blanks,
was bought by Mr. Quaritch for .£45.
17. Higden's Polycronicon. The "White Knights" copy, which
seems to have escaped the notice of Mr. Blades, was bought by
T. Payne for ^ 9 4 10s., "a fine copy, in 2 vols., green mo-
rocco," now in the Grenville collection. Since 1863, no less than
ten sales have occurred, viz. (1) Lord Charlemont's in 1865, wanting
only 2 leaves, £wi (Walford). (2) T. Edwards' in 1871, wanting
7 leaves, £34 (Quaritch). (3) H. Perkins' in 1873, perfect, ^365
(Quaritch). (4) 1874, Sir W. Tite's (with A 2, 3, 4, 8, \nfacs.) £iS°
(Ellis). (5) Earl of Aylesford's 1888, (Edward's copy) with 7 leaves
\nfeus., 10 mounted, and a few others mended, ; £ n o (Quaritch).
(6) Fr. Perkin's 1889, very imperfect, ^24 , the other four (Earl of
Jersey's in 1885, £66; anon, in 1884, bought in at £&6, and again
in Nov. of the same year at .£50; N. P. Simes in 1886, .£30; and
Earl of Crawford's in 1889, £a), were mere fragments.
18. The Pylgremage of Vie Soul. The Marquis of Blandford's
copy, sold for .£152 6s., had the "Art & Craft to know well to die"
bound with it According to Mr. Blades, it was bought by Earl
Spencer, who made it perfect with three leaves from another, already
imperfect, which was afterwards sold with other duplicates from the
Althorp Library, in 1821, for £26 15s. 6d. But in his description
of the copy now at Althorp, he merely says it was " Ratclifle's copy,"
without any mention of the " Art & Craft"
19. Gower's Confessio Amantis. The "White Knights" copy,
sold as " remarkably fine and perfect," was found to want six leaves,
it was consequently returned and re-sold (to G. W. Taylor) for
u
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268 The Library.
^ 1 3 1 5s., the former price having been ,£205 16s. Sales since
1863 (1) Lord Selsey (perfect) in 187a, for ^670 , and now the
property of Baron James Rothschild. (2) H. Perkins (6 leaves in
foes.) in 1873, for ^ 2 4 5 to Mr. Quaritch, who in a very recent
catalogue describes the same copy as wanting only on* leaf. (3)
G. L. Way (wanting 10 leaves) in 1881, sold for ^ 7 7 . (4) Earl of
Jersey (perfect, with all the blanks) in 1885, for J £ 8 I O . [This same
copy was bought by Francis Child in 1756 for thret pounds].
20. The Book whiche the Knyght of the Toure made. Mr. Corser's
copy, bought at the "White Knights" sale in 1819, by G. W. Taylor
for 81 guineas, and by Corser, in 1843, at Jolley's sale for ,£90, was
sold in 1868 for .£560 (Quaritch).
F. NORGATE.
(To be Continued.)
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